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Seventy One Years of Struggle by 
Democra c Organisa on of Iranian Women  

The Democra c Organisa on of 
Iranian Women first started its ac vity 
under the name The Organisa on of 
Iranian Women, on the 8th of February 
1943 through the efforts of a number of 
progressive, Marxist women who had 
experienced the oppression prevalent 
during the reign of Reza Khan (the 
father of the deposed Shah). The DOIW 
was founded nearly three decades a er 
the awakening movement of women 
started with the Cons tu onal 
Revolu on in 1905. The first vanguards 
of the women’s movement, succeeded 
somehow in establishing to some 
extent, the struggle for literacy for girls. 
Work among women was not easy, in 
the tradi onal and patriarchal society 
of those years, when illiteracy was rife 
(at 73% of the popula on, at the me 
of the Cons tu onal Revolu on), when 
women were denied any rights 
whatsoever, Fascism was posi oning 
itself for war in the world‐wide scene, 
and when the country was ruled by a 
reac onary and an ‐women regime. 
Under such condi ons, the 
Organisa on of Women, led by Mariam 
Firouz and with the efforts of 
progressive women of the me such as 
Badri, Najmi Alavi, Zahra and Mehangiz 
Eskandari, Jamileh Sedighi, Khadijeh 
Keshavar, Akhtar Kambakhsh, Iran 
Erani, Forohid Kobaari, Aalieh Sharmini 
and many others started work among 
women. This organisa on succeeded in 
a rac ng progressive women to its 
ranks and placed at the top of its plan 

of ac on the struggle for women’s 
basic rights, such as the right to 
vote, equal rights as men, the 
repeal of reac onary laws, peace, 
struggle for equal pay for equal 
work and campaigns for literacy 
and the raising of gender 
awareness in the society. 
Bidari‐e‐Ma the first publica on of 
the Organisa on started being 
published in 1944 with the slogan: 
‘We, too, have rights in this 
home’. A er its ban in 1947, other 
publica ons such as Jahan‐e‐
Taban (the Shining World) and in 
1951, Jahan‐e‐Zanan (Women’s 
World) were published, the la er 
with the slogan, ‘Women of Iran, 

Unite for the Achievement of Your 
Rights’. These were the organs of the 
Democra c Organisa on of Iranian 
Women, which disseminated the 
demands and wishes of women broadly. 
In 1952, at the me of the review of the 
law governing elec ons, Jahan‐e‐Zanan 
was published daily in a single sheet 
format. 
In 1947, the Organisa on of Iranian 
Women became a member of the 
Women’s Interna onal Democra c 
Federa on, under the name Democra c 
Organisa on of Iranian Women, and 
a er being banned in 1949, it operated 
under the name Associa on of Women 
of Iran, as the largest open and coherent 
women’s organisa on, which con nued 
its ac vi es using different methods of 
struggle. Overall, in the ten years of its 
open and semi‐legal ac vity, up to the 
CIA coup of 1953, the Organisa on 
succeeded in raising awareness and 
organizing women around their specific 
issues and demands. It worked among 
women, organised local mee ngs 
(especially in the run‐up to the review of 
the law of elec ons), held weekly 
conferences and ran literacy classes, as 
well as skills classes teaching sawing, it 
held lessons on health and arranged for 
aid to deprived area, and it set up and 
remained ac ve in organisa ons such as 
the Union of Working Mothers, the 
Council of Mothers, the Society of 
Supporters of Peace, the Society for the 
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Shirin Ebadi’s Plea 
to the International 

Following 
previous 
reports, it is 
with much 
regret to 
inform you 
that Lawyers 
Disciplinary 
Tribunal of 
Iran 
suspended 
Ms. Nasrin Sotoudeh’s licence. 
She is barred from prac cing law 
for three years. Nasrin Sotoudeh 
was previously convicted to six 
years imprisonment due to her 
work in defending poli cal 
defendants and prisoners of 
conscience. She has received the 
Sakharov Prize in 2012. Due to 
the pressure from interna onal 
community and human rights 
ac vists, Iran’s Supreme Leader 
granted her and few other 
poli cal prisoners pardon ahead 
of President Rouhani’s visit to 
the UN. She was released from 
prison a er three years. 
You may already be aware that 
under Iran’s legisla ons, lawyers 
are not free to choose the board 
of directors of their Bar 
Associa on, as a result the board 
is not the real representa ve of 
the members. Due to this fact 
the Bar Associa on fails to 
support its members against the 
security forces. 
Based on above I urge you to 
support our Iranian colleague 
Nasrin Sotoudeh. 
I look forward to receiving your 
comments.Sincerely 
Shirin Ebadi 
Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 
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Demonstartion organized by DOIW  
in March 1945 
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Soon a er the revolu on in 1979, women’s rights became an immediate target 
of the reac onary leaders of the Islamic Republic.  Especially a er the 2009 
disputed presiden al elec ons, women’s movement became an essen al 
component of the opposi on movement in Iran.  Therefore, during the last two 
years, the Islamic Republic has been especially brutal in repressing the women’s 
rights ac vists.  Because of the brutality of the Iranian regime in dealing with the 
poli cal prisoners and also due to the numerous reports on poli cal prisoner’s 
hunger strikes, on June 17, 2011, the United Na on’s Human Rights Council 
appointed Mr. Ahmad Shaheed, former Maldives Foreign Minister, as the UN’s 
Special Rapporteur to Iran.   Mr. Shaheed was tasked with inves ga on of human 
rights situa on in Iranian prisons and prepara on of a report to the UN General 
Assembly in September 2011.  A er Mr. Shaheed’s appointment as the UN Special 
Rapporteur, Iranian authori es indicated that he would not be allowed to travel to 
Iran.  

On 23 of September 2011, Mr. Shaheed delivered his report to the General 
Assembly; and on October 15, 2011, the report was distributed publicly.  At the 
start of his work, Mr. Shaheed had indicated that his emphasis will be on the “need 
for transparency and the Islamic Republic’s be er coopera on.”  In addi on to an 
introduc on and a sec on describing his plan‐of‐ac on, with an “interest in 
helping Iran to enforce its interna onal agreements in a gradual and transparent 
manner”, the report contains sec ons on treatment of the poli cal ac vists, 
journalists, student ac vists, ar sts, poli cal prisoner’s legal representa ves, 
environmentalists, and also sec ons on freedom of assembly, women’s rights, 
ethnic and religious minori es, capital punishment, detaining of individuals 
because of their contacts with foreign organiza ons and also a conclusion.     

Mr. Shaheed describes that in numerous reports from individuals and 
organiza ons and also face‐to‐face interviews, individuals describe being kept in 
solitary cells and being tortured to provide false confessions; he describes 
bea ngs, humilia on and threatening of poli cal prisoners and members of their 
family so that the poli cal prisoners would falsely declare their coopera on with 
individuals that they did not know.  The report details Iranian judicial authori es’ 
requiring excessive sums of money in the range of $10,000 – $500,000, or house 

tle deeds, as guarantee from poli cal ac vists to appear in the court. 
Mr. Shaheed believes that the “Iranian government’s capacity in promo ng 

democracy, eclec c views and gender equality, by repressing ac vists who strive to 
promote such dialogues, is severely impaired.” 

In sec ons concerning women’s rights, the report indicates, “…. For instance, a 
woman’s life and a woman’s tes mony in the court, is considered as half of that of 
a man.  In case of divorce, men have the absolute right; while women can file for 
divorce only in especial cases, where in some of those cases, the condi ons have 
to be agreed with, and recorded in the original marriage contract.  Mothers are 
denied of the children’s custody; even a er the husband passes away.  Women do 
not have the right for equal inheritance. Even when a woman is the only living 
survivor, she can not inherit more than one‐fourth of his wealth.  If the wife is not 
the only survivor, her share of the inheritance will be limited to one‐eight of the 
property.”        

“The file of Bahareh Hedayat, a student and women’s rights ac vist, a Central 
Commi ee member and Spokesperson for the Consolida on of Unity, a member of 
the One Million Signature Campaign was delivered to the Special 
Rapporteur.  According to reports, for the fi h me during the last four years she 
was arrested by agents of the Ministry of Informa on on December 31, 2009, and 
transferred to sec on 209 of the Evin Prison.  For the charges of ‘gathering and 
collusion against the government’, ‘insul ng the Supreme Leader’ and ‘insul ng 
the President’, in May 2010, she received a nine‐and‐a‐half years of prison 
sentence” 

The report also details the case of Mahbobeh Karamey, a human rights ac vist 
and also a member of the One Million Signature Campaign.  For the charges of 
“membership in the Human Rights Ac vists’ Organiza on”, “propaganda against 
the regime” and “gathering and collusion for the purpose of ac ng against the 
na onal interest”, on May 15, 2011, she started serving her three years of prison 
sentence. 
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Political 
Prisoner 

Assaulted in her 
Cell 

In the last 
few days, 
the prison 
guards on 
the 
Gharchak 
Varamin 
prison, 
a acked the 
female poli cal prisoner, Negar Ha’eri 
while in solitary confinement. They 
confiscated her wri en manuscripts 
and the male prison guards subjected 
her to rough treatment and in mate 
body search. The guards threatened 
her that should the news of the 
incident be leaked she would face 
worse treatment. 

According to the report of Ac vists 
for Human Rights and Democracy in 
Iran, Negar Ha’eri has been targeted 
by the Mafia gangs in the prison who 
are in the business ofdealing drugs 
and suppressing the prisoners, and 
who are under the orders of the Head 
of the Prison and its Intelligence 
Chief. 

Ha’eri is reported to be in poor 
physical health and suffering from 
severe infec on in her eyes, and is 
being refused medical treatment. The 
guards have told her: “We’ll make 
sure that you’ll die here like a dog”. It 
is worth no ng that Ha’eri’s father 
Mashallah Ha’erii is also a poli cal 
prisoner who has been held in the 
Gohardasht prison of Karaj for a 
number of years and who is in very 
poor health at present. 

The inhuman condi on prevailing in 
this prison is worsening, while 
according to many women prisoners, 
while incarcerated or during arrest 
women are constantly sexually 
assaulted. 
The prison lacks running water, with 
the water drawn from wells and with 
excessive Chlorine content leading to 
the prisoners suffering from health 
problems. The personal health of 
prisoners is very poor, the officials 
running the prison mete out 
inhumane treatment on the women, 
the food is of poor quality and the 
prisoners suffer from problems of the 
diges ve system. 

MaZanan 
19th September 2014 

UN Special Rapporteur’s Observations 
on Women’s Rights Abuses in Iran 



Protec on of Children, among others. In that period, 
hundreds of women joined the organisa on. The regime’s 
fear of the Organisa on’s increasing influence meant that 
it would be subject to the regime’s suppression as were 
other progressive forces. 
For this reason, a er the 1953 coup, the organisa on was 
a acked along with other progressive organisa on and 
many of its members were imprisoned or sent into exile. 
However, years of resolute struggle by progressive 
women, at their forefront the DOIW, resulted in a 
number of reforms in cons tu onal law and the civil law 
of the country in the 1960s. Among these was the right to 
vote and to stand for elec ons and certain changes in 
family law in favour of women. Even puppet organisa ons 
such as the Women’s Organisa on led by Ashraf Pahlavi, 
the Shah’s sister, did not succeed in concealing the an ‐
women character of the Shah’s regime and like all 
dictators, the regime con nued the oppression of women 
and their true organisa on. But the oppression did not 
succeed in saving the regime, and with the glorious 
popular revolu on of 1979, the people of Iran dispatched 
the monarchy to the dustbin of history. 
With the victory of the 1979 revolu on a new chapter 
started in the struggle of women and the DOIW. The 
organisa on commenced its open ac vity and started 
reviving its organisa ons. The first programmed of ac on 
of the Organisa on, a er the Revolu on states: “1979 is a 
year that may be called the Glorious year of the 
Revolu on. Millions of women from urban and rural areas 
took part in demonstra ons against the regime. These 
unknown heroes confronted the bullets of the regime, 
and many gave their lives but did not show the slightest 
hesita on in the face of persecu on and faced the enemy 
with even greater resolve, and constructed barricades 
with their empty hands. They saved the injured from the 
ba leground and bandaged the wounded.” It also states: 
“Woman was present everywhere. Her presence was an 
inspira on to others. With her conscious presence in this 
glorious Revolu on, she showed an unwavering 
determina on, declaring: ‘women, too, have a share in 
the determina on of the country’s future and must be 
ac vely involved in poli cs, which determines the future 
of women and their families’ …The Iranian woman now 
has the right to vote for the future direc on of her 
country. Through heroic sacrifices in a hard struggle, she 
has gained the right to take part in the elec on of a 
government that carries out her wishes… The Iranian 
woman has the right to take part in the process of 
legisla on that should support her and the 
families” (quoted from the programme of the Democra c 
Organisa on of Iranian Women drawn up a er the 
revolu on). 
The demands of women in different arenas were 
reflected in the Organisa on’s programme. These 
included women’s social rights, their rights within the 
family, in factories and workplaces, women workers and 
farmers, par cular laws regarding carpet weavers, 
women in teaching professions, health, fight against 
corrup on and drug addic on.  

Among the solu ons proposed in the programme, there 
are the following: 
“From the outset, along with other measures, the 
revolu onary government should embark on decisive 
ac ons that lay the founda ons for such programmes, 
especially those that pay appropriate a en on to this 
issue in the future cons tu onal law of the country, and 
to carefully oversee the implementa on of the 
laws” (these demands remain at the forefront of the 
concerns of women ac vists, with even more urgency and 
importance). 
However, those who rode the wave of the Revolu on 
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started on a 
different path 
immediately a er 
the Revolu on. At 
first some of the 
ar cles of the civil 
law that had been 
achieved through 
years of women’s 
struggle were 
repealed and the 
first a ack against 
women started 
with the slogan 
‘either the 
headscarf or the 
head 
blow’ (in mida ng 
women into 
star ng to cover 
their hair, as a first 
step to introducing 
the Islamic dress 
code to all the female popula on). In that special juncture 
and in order to help consolidate the gains of the 
Revolu on especially in the a ermath of the war with Iraq 
that had been imposed on Iran, the Democra c 
Organisa on of Iranian Women did not immediately 
counter this and postpone dealing with the issue un l 
such me that the revolu on was secured further. The 
imperialist‐ins gated was helped reac onary forces in the 
country and created more adverse condi ons for 
furthering the demands of women. Many members and 
supporters of the DOIW defended the country in the war‐
fronts and some gave their life in the process (such as Gita 
Alishahi). The Organisa on managed to revive its 
organisa ons in a number of larger ci es and succeeded 
in growing into one of the largest and most ac ve 
women’s organisa ons in less than four years. 
The Democra c Organisa on of Iranian Women set up 
educa onal and skills classes and did a great deal in 
organizing women in different associa ons and was 
especially ac ve in deprived areas. The leadership of the 
organisa on strongly believed that raising women’s 
awareness of their social and human rights would prepare 
the way for the difficult struggle ahead. In this regard, the 
organisa on held na onal conferences and seminars and 
paid par cular a en on to training women ac vists. In 
addi on, the organisa on’s publica on ‘Jahan‐e‐
Zanan’ (Women’s World) had started being published 
following the Revolu on and was enjoying a high 
circula on. The Organisa on a racted thousands of 
women to its ranks and its success provoked the fear of 
the reac onary forces and led to a severe assault on the 
organisa on. In 1982 the offices of the DOIW in Tehran 
were sealed and its publica on was banned. Hundreds of 
its ac vists were arrested across the country including its 
leader, Mariam Firooz, and subjected to horrific torture. 
The Organisa on was suppressed but it was not 
destroyed.  The long‐standing struggle of the DOIW and 
its ac vi es among the people, especially in raising 
awareness in the society, was passed onto the younger 
genera ons. It is this heritage of invaluable experience of 
struggle that has turned, once again, into one of the most 
effec ve popular movements in Iran. This fact has 
disturbed the reac onary regime and once again it is 
hoping to prolong its shameful existence by a acks, 
imprisonment and the torture of women ac vists, as with 
all other progressives, or by forcing them into exile.  

But, just as the suppression and persecu on of freedom 
fighters, could not prevent the collapse of the regime of 
the deposed Shah, or other dictatorships such as that in 
Tunisia and Egypt, it cannot save the deeply reac onary 
regime of Supreme Religious Leadership in Iran.  

Seventy one years of … Contd 

“Bidari Ma” (Our Awakening) The 
first Organ of DOIW) ‐ Published 

in 1944 
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Simin Behbahani 
People’s Poet and 

Activist Died 

Simin Khalili, also known as Simin 
Behbahani, writer, poet and one of 
the founders of the Campaign of 
One Million Signatures and an avid 
supporter of the 
women’smovement in Iran, died on 
19th August 2014 of heart and lung 
failure. She was born 0n 20th July 
1927 in a literary family. Her 
mother, Fakhre Ozma Arghoon was 
a progressive poet and her fater 
Abbas Khalili was a writer and poet 
too. Simin married Hassan 
Behbahani when a er divorce, she 
married a second me with 
Manoochehr Kooshiar she kept the 
surname. 
Behbahani entered the Law School 
in 1958 and was engaged in 
teaching since 1951. 
In 1969, Simin Behbahani became a 
member of the Council of Poetry 
and Music, and from 1979 was a 
member of the Writers’ Associa on 
of Iran. The Associa on which 
denounced viola ons of human 
rights, par cularly in the a ermath 
of the Presiden al elec ons of 
2009, and demanded the freedom 
of those arrested. Simin Behbahani 
was one a steadfast supporter of 
women’s movement and despite 
her ill health in la er years, she 
con nued to take part in street 
demonstra ons, and faced the 
violence by the regime’s 
henchmen. In 8th March 2010, 
a er AhmadiNejad’s elec on coup 
d’etat, as she was about to leave 
for Paris on the occasion of 
Interna onal Women’s Day, at the 
invita on of the City Council, she 
was banned from leaving the 
country by the Islamic Republic. 
Simin Behbahani has le  behind an 
impressive body of work, among 
them her poems of 1981 tled: “I’ll 
build you up again, my homeland”. 
Her death is a sad loss for the 
women’s movement and the 
people of Iran.  

Iranian Regime’s Misogynist Charter 

It is a year since Hassan Rohani’s 
elec on in the regime‐engineered 
Presiden al elec ons of 15th June 2013. 
Iran’s news agency, ILNA published a 
table (15.06.2014), which listed Rohani’s 
elec on promises for improvements in 
women’s condi on against a column 
dedicated to the promises that have 
been met. The la er column is 
conspicuously blank. 
The ques on that needs answering is 
this: Can Rohani, or any candidates who 
pass the filter of the Guardian Council 
(which vets the candidates and 
represents the Leader) can honour any 
promise that they may have given during 
the elec ons based on improving the 
lives of women, in order to gain their 
votes, without the possibility of women 
to organise at grass root level and 
challenging the misogynis c policies of 
the Supreme Leader and his close aides? 
A case in point is the conduct of another 
candidate in the engineered elec on: 
Commander Ghalibaf, the Mayor 
of Tehran, who had no problem with 
men and women working in his 
campaigns and his elec on 
headquarters, but has suddenly 
implemented the segrega on of women 
and men in the City Council following the 
sage guidance of the Leader, and who 
under the excuse of considering 
women’s comfort, prevents women’s 
access to office jobs in order to prove his 
associa on with the Leader. 180 
members of parliament and others like 
the Minister of Jus ce have supported 
the restric on on women’s employment. 
Hassan Rohani had promised to solve a 
number of problems on being elected. 
Among the statements were: 
“The arrests and imprisonments should 
have no place in the cultural arenas”; 
“In the Government of Counsel and Hope 
[the terms with which Rohani described 
his government] social welfare services 
will be extended to cover women and 
there will be greater prosperity for 
people, especially women”; 
In the last five years the number of 
women in employment has dropped by 
23%. Their employment rates should find 
parity with their educa on”. 
In the last year the neo‐liberal economic 
policy of the regime has con nued as 
before, the poor have got poorer and the 
arrests have con nued. Khamene’i, in 
rela on to women and in general; he has 
implemented the reac onary and 
misogynis c policies. He has offered 
ideological jus fica on for unequal rights 
between women and men and has 
treated this inequality as something 
natural and has promoted a domes c 
role for women, away from social roles, 
employment and educa on. Even though 
his language is different, Rohani’s role is 
that of a loyal executor of the Leader’s 

policies. When Khamene’i decreed an 
increase in popula on and referred to 
the policy of popula on control as his 
‘only’ past mistake, everyone in and 
around the government, in the 
parliament or different ins tu ons or 
the women’s bureau adjust their 
ac ons according to the Leader’s 
decrees. The government in turn 
reduces credit and financial assistance 
to projects that concern women, and 
in the field of popula on control, 
completely removes its budget, in 
order to comply with the Leader’s 
posi on. 
The first deputy of the president, 
Jahangiri, wrote to the execu ve and 
ministries and instructed compliance 
with the “popula on policy dictated 
by the Leader” (Mehr news agency, 
24.07.2014). 
The parliament has passed the law of 
‘Comprehensive Plan for Popula on 
and Promo on of Family’ according to 
which “any ac vity leading to 
abor on, vasectomy,… or any 
promo on of restric ng reproduc on 
and reducing fer lity is banned and 
those in breach will be punishable 
according to the provision of Ar cle 
624 of the Islamic Penal Law”. 
The Health Ministry has restricted 
women’s access to medical courses 
with the unfathomable reason that 
“women cannot be dispatched to 
underpriviledged areas”. 
The regime con nues its pursuit of 
policies that remove women from 
social arena and severely restricts 
their presence in employment, 
educa on, and economic and poli cal 
arenas. Breach of these policies is 
tantamount to crossing the red line 
set by the Leader, and he would not 
forgive such a breach. 
The other side of the misogynist 
regime’s ac ons have to do with the 
fact that the role of the conscien ous 
and combatant women of Iran have 
always been significant in their long 
years of struggle for freedom and 
equal rights, and once they are joined 
by the struggle of other forces in the 
country, they will pose a serious 
threat to the reac onary regime’s 
existence. For this reason, the regime 
does all it can to domes cate women 
and prevent them from playing their 
role in the social, poli cal, economic, 
scien fic arenas. Ac vists for women’s 
rights are aware that the struggle 
must be advance in various ways. 
They also know that women workers 
in Iran are under the greatest social 
and economic pressure at present and 
the misogynis c policies of the regime 
affects their lives even more 
adversely, and that mobilising them is 
of great importance in securing 
advances in their efforts.  


