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Appeal by Women Campaigners [the 

Mothers of Laaleh Park] 

In May 2016 the women who have 

come together under the banner 

Mothers of Laleh Park Iran and who 

have been campaigning against human 

rights viola ons in Iran, issued an open 

le"er to the United Na ons High 

Commissioner for Human Rights, “May 

2016 From: Mothers of Park Laleh Iran, 

(www.mpliran.net). A summary of their 

demands are highlighted below:  

“…We Demand an Intensive 

Inves�ga�on on the Viola�on of Human 

Rights in Iran and Ask for the 

Authori�es to Be Held Accountable. 

The systema�c viola�on of human rights 

in Iran is beyond descrip�on and we must 

find a way to put an end to it. Freedom of 

thought and expression is virtually non-

existent in our country. No dissidents, 

whether social and poli�cal ac�vists, or 

religious minori�es such as Baha’is, 

Chris�ans, Jews, Zoroastrians, Sunni, 

atheists and people with diverse 

ethnic backgrounds like Turks, Kurds, 

Baluch, Turkmen are exempt from the 

state’s torments. Labour ac�vists, 

teachers, women, writers, ar�sts and 

journalists of various organiza�ons, and 

ar�sts are also prosecuted and 

pressurized to conform to the state’s 

ideals. Even families of the vic�ms of 

oppression are not spared; they are 

threatened or prevented from 

employment. 

Such injus�ces have been the founda�on 

of the Islamic government of Iran ever 

since it was established in 1979 and the 

same cruel�es are con�nuing in various 

DOIW’s message to 

WIDF and appeal for 

ac1on in figh1ng Child 

Marriage 

In a le"er to the Women’s 

Interna onal Democra c 

Federa on, the Democra c 

Organisa on of Iranian Women 

has described the profound 

damage that the Islamic Republic’s 

policy of promo ng child marriage 

is wreaking on young girls and 

children in our country and 

appealed to the Federa on for its 

solidarity in taking ac on against 

this inhumane prac ce. The 

following are excerpts from the 

Organisa on’s message: 

‘Child marriage has serious and 

irreparable impacts on children’s 

physical and mental health. Many 

underage girls (under 18) die 

during or a8er childbirth. 

The United Na ons passed a 

resolu on in 2014 that obligates 

all member states to ban child 

marriage and to ra fy and enforce 

laws to prevent it and to punish 

who break them. 

The legal age of marriage in Iran is 

13 for girls and 15 for boys, and in 

some cases the child’s guardian 

could allow, with court’s approval, 

the child to be married even at 

earlier age. As such, legal avenues 

for child marriage are available. 

Moreover, the policy of 

“popula on increase” issued by 

the Supreme Leader in 14 ar cles 

Con1nued on page 3 
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Workers and Youth Flogged, 

while the ‘Fat Cats’ Are Le6 

Free to Do as They Please 

The Public Prosecutor of the city of 

Qazvin in Iran announced that 35 stu-

dents who were celebra ng their grad-

ua on were flogged 90 lashes, in order 

to deter others from mixed par es and 

drinking alcohol. This flogging was not 

the only one in that week. In another 

incident the workers of the Mine of 

Agh Darreh, who had been laid off 

were flogged and fined. Their solicitor 

told ILNA that each worker was given 

between 30 to 100 lashes. 

Around eight o’clock in the evening 

of 27th December 2015 three workers 

who had been sacked from the Gold 

Mine of Agh Darreh a"empted suicide in 

protest at losing their jobs. One of the 

three lost his life. The main contractor, 

Puya Zarkan which had sacked 350 

workers at the mine, was already in the 

public eye and this event created much 

adverse publicity for it.  

The mangement complained to the 

courts against the protes ng workers. 

Con1nued on page 4 



and tasked to the government, urges the increase in the 

rate of pregnancy, lowering the age of marriage, and 

providing more services for pregnant women, which 

encourages child marriage. 

On March 2nd, the Iranian news outlet “Khabar 

Online” quoted the Vice President Ms. Molaverdi and 

wrote: “In recent years, we have received alarming 

sta s cs about the marriage of girls under the legal age, 

and even of girls under 10.” 

In another report, Khabar Online reported the 

wedding of underage girls in the province of 

Hormozgan, which reads: “Two weeks ago, the 

authori es of the town of Parsiyan, in the province of 

Hormozgan in Southern Iran, announced the officially 

organised marriage of more than 50 school girls across 

the town. In this regard, Azar Khosravani, the Secretary 

of the town’s Marriage Commi"ee of the Bureau for 

Women’s Affairs, proudly said that this [wedding 

celebra on] was arranged officially for the first  me in 

the town in order to make marriage easier according to 

the ‘Islamic-Iranian’ culture. 

Promo ng this approach is a policy of the Islamic 

Republic, which besides other civic and Sharia laws has 

resulted in the rise of child marriage and its adverse 

consequences such as the increase in the number of 

runaways from home, pros tu on, and drug abuse 

among children. Child marriage, moreover, results in an 

increase in the rate of domes c violence and childbirth 

death. 

The issue of child marriage, especially marriage of 

underage girls, is nothing new. However, imposing 

neoliberal economic policies has impoverished more 

families and as such has increased the rate of child 

marriage. 

Based on the official and published sta s cs, about 40 

thousand girls under the age of 18, including 30,000 

girls between 10 to 14, and 1537 girls younger than 10, 

have married in 2012. According to the latest official 

sta s cs there are one million and a hundred child 

spouses under the age of 18. The actual rates, though, 

are higher than what is published in the official 

sta s cs. 

Iran has ra fied the Conven on of the Rights of the 

Child in 1994 and is obliged to abide by this conven on 

while reserving the right for the compa bility of the 

ar cles to Iran’s domes c laws. Though child marriage, 

as acknowledged by some ar cles of this treaty, is 

considered as viola ng the rights of children, Iran, by 

relying on Sharia Laws, evades it, and as such, 

encourages child marriage. 

The Conven on of the Rights of the Child (CRC): 

 

♦ Ar cle 19 (Protec on from all forms of violence): 

Children have the right to be protected from 

being hurt and mistreated, physically or 

mentally. Governments should ensure that 

DOIW Interna onal Bulle n     No.2 June 2016      Page 2 

DOIW’s message to WIDF… Contd. children are properly cared for and protect them from 

violence, abuse and neglect by their parents, or 

anyone else who looks a8er them. (Child marriage is 

regarded as serious mental and physical violence.) 

♦ Ar cle 12 (Respect for the views of the child): When 

adults are making decisions that affect children, 

children have the right to say what they think should 

happen and have their opinions taken into account. 

This does not mean that children can now tell their 

parents what to do. This Conven on encourages 

adults to listen to the opinions of children and involve 

them in decision-making – not give children authority 

over adults. 

♦ Ar cle 27: Children have the right to a standard of 

living that is good enough to meet their physical and 

mental needs. Governments should help families and 

guardians who cannot afford to provide this, 

par cularly with regard to food, clothing and housing. 

♦ Ar cle 29 (Goals of educa on): Children’s educa on 

should develop each child’s personality, talents and 

abili es to the fullest. It should encourage children to 

respect others, human rights and their own and other 

cultures. 

♦ Ar cle 32 (Child labour): The government should 

protect children from work that is dangerous or might 

harm their health or their educa on… Children’s work 

should not jeopardize any of their other rights, 

including the right to educa on, or the right to 

relaxa on and play. 

♦ Ar cle 34 (Sexual exploita on): Governments should 

protect children from all forms of sexual exploita on 

and abuse. Based on these ar cles, child marriage, as 

a serious case of child abuse, is against the rights of 

children as defined by the Conven on of the Rights of 

the Child. 

 

We appeal to you to raise the deplorable issue of child 

marriage as a viola on of the human rights of the child – one 

which is being prac ced in many Asian and Islamic countries 

– in your upcoming congress and through its exposure to 

condemn and help us fight against it.’ 

 



forms today .Freedom-seekers are brutally oppressed by unjust 

incarcera�on, heavy collateral demands for bail, execu�on and 

severe physical and psychological torture within and outside 

prisons. Those who are imprisoned face the risk of dying as a 

result of a lack of standard prison requirements or negligence of 

prison authori�es. The detainees in Iran lose their physical and 

mental health, o8en for the rest of their lives, or die under 

suspicious circumstances. Some of the prisoners are forced to go 

on hunger strike to display their opposi�on to the authori�es’ 

unjust rules and as a result, their health further deteriorates. 

Iranian prisons are monitored by three different organiza�ons, 

the Ministry of Intelligence, the Iranian revolu�onary guards, and 

police forces. As a result, prison sentences, for similar cases, might 

vary in severity depending on which organiza�on apprehends the 

offenders. The puni�ve measures taken by revolu�onary guards 

are compara�vely much harsher. .. The lack of human rights based 

laws and respect for human dignity in prisons creates various 

crises which necessitates a serious inves�ga�on of human rights 

viola�ons in Iranian prisons. 

Mr. Zeid Ra’ad Zeid Al-Hussein the situa�on in Iran is intolerable. 

We ask that you acknowledge the viola�on of human rights in 

Iran. The massacre of poli�cal prisoners in the summer of 1988 

and the way that the UN disregarded the brutal incident has not 

been forgo=en .We are s�ll pursuing the truth about the haun�ng 

tragedy. You have an immense responsibility that is the result of 

years of struggle, frequent wars among countries and widespread 

injus�ce in the world; your responsibility is crucial to prevent the 

viola�on of human rights around the world. … As we acknowledge 

the necessity of Iranian people’s efforts in achieving their goals, 

we also rely on the UN, as well as Iranian and interna�onal human 

rights organiza�ons, and ask them to pressurize the government 

of Iran and to hold it accountable for its interna�onal 

commitments. 

Your assistance can be effec�ve the way the arrival of the Red 

Cross in 1977 was in preven�ng the execu�on of prisoners and in 

leading to slight improvements of prison condi�ons. 

 

We Would like You to Urge the Islamic Republic of Iran to Fulfil 

the Following Demands: 

1. The special rapporteur of the UN (Ahmed Shaheed) should 

visit Iran immediately and closely inves�gate the status of 

human rights, and the condi�on of prisons, and prisoners. 

2. A detailed and transparent report on the condi�on of 

prisons, and on how the detainees are treated, should be 

provided to the public. 

3. The exact number of poli�cal prisoners in all prisons of the 

country should be known and the length of their sentence, 

as well as their current condi�on, should be disclosed to the 

public.  

4. Accurate and transparent reports regarding all prisons in 

the country (whether formal, or informal prisons) should be 

provided to the public. 

5. Defendants should be able to appear in court along with 

their chosen lawyers. 

6. Death sentences, long prison terms, and heavy collateral 

demands for bail should be eradicated, and the families of 

the defendants should not be overburdened. 

7. The Universal Declara�on of Human Rights should be 

adopted; cruel medieval punishments like stoning and 

flogging, a=acking people in their homes and at par�es, 

torturing prisoners for obtaining confessions, and the 

deten�on of government cri�cs, should be eradicated.” 
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Amnesty Inter-

na onal wrote 

on 19th May: 

‘The shocking 

16-year prison 

sentence 

against promi-

nent human 

rights defend-

er Narges Mohammadi, who has several serious, 

chronic illnesses, represents an all-out a"ack on hu-

man rights defenders in Iran, and demonstrates how 

Iran’s abusive criminal jus ce system is used as a tool 

of repression, said Amnesty Interna onal. Narges Mo-

hammadi, a dis nguished human rights defender, a 

supporter of the an -death penalty campaign Legam 

(Step by Step to Abolish the Death Penalty) and vice 

president of the Centre for Human Rights Defenders in 

Iran, was sentenced by a Revolu onary Court in Teh-

ran which convicted her of several trumped-up na on-

al security related offences in connec on with her hu-

man rights work. The verdict was communicated to her 

lawyer on 17 May. 

“Narges Mohammadi’s sentence is yet another 

chilling example of Iran’s use of vaguely worded na-

 onal security charges to crack down on peaceful free-

dom of expression. There is no doubt that she is being 

unjustly punished for her steadfast commitment to 

human rights. The authori es have made clear their 

ruthless determina on to silence human rights defend-

ers and ins l fear in would-be cri cs of their policies,” 

said Philip Luther, Director of the Middle East and 

North Africa Programme at Amnesty Interna onal. 

“It is shameful for the Iranian authori es to treat as a 

criminal a prominent human rights defender who has 

been lauded as a beacon of hope. It exposes their lip 

service to human rights as u"erly meaningless and 

shows their deep disdain for the basic principles of 

jus ce. Narges Mohammadi is a prisoner of conscience 

and the Iranian authori es should immediately and 

uncondi onally release her and quash her convic on.” 

Narges Mohammadi is already serving a separate six-

year prison sentence in Tehran’s Evin Prison in rela on 

to her human rights work. 

In the most recent case against her, the court sen-

tenced her to 10 years’ imprisonment on the charge of 

“founding an illegal group” for her involvement with 

Legam. She also received a five-year sentence for 

“gathering and colluding to commit crimes against 

na onal security”, and one addi onal year for 

“spreading propaganda against the system”. The court 

used as “evidence” interviews she gave to interna on-

al media and her March 2014 mee ng with the Euro-

pean Union’s then High Representa ve for Foreign 

Affairs and Security Policy, Catherine Ashton.  
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The public prosecutor brought a case against 17 work-

ers, as a result. The first charge against the workers 

was rio ng. In late May, a8er months of delay, the 

judiciary announced a verdict of a fine and 30-100 lash-

es punishment for the workers. ILNA reported Vahid 

Yari, the workers’ lawyer lis ng the charges: 

‘obstruc ng and preven ng people from working and 

earning a living, by crea ng disturbance’, ‘insul ng the 

company’s security guard’, ‘detaining the guard and 

damaging his uniform’, ‘deliberate damage to the com-

pany’s billboard’. 

This is not the first  me that workers’ protests are 

met with suppression by security forces and the judici-

ary who always refer to any assembly as a security 

threat and hasten to hand out sentences of flogging for 

them. In March five workers of Chadormalu iron ore 

mine (in the Yazd Province in Central Iran) were sen-

tenced to one year imprisonment and flogging. Accord-

ing to ILNA these workers along with another 25 work-

ers were put on trial following workers protests and 

complaint made by their employer. The charge was 

‘disrup on of order and obstruc on of others’ rights’. 

The five workers were known to the employers as the 

leaders of last year’s strike in the Chadormalu mine 

and they had demanded that the workers should be 

punished in such a way that it would deter other work-

ers. This is a con nua on of the treatment of two of 

the leaders of workers of bakeries in the city of Sanan-

daj (in Iran’s Kurdestan) who were sentenced to im-

prisonment and 30 lashes last March. Their sentence 

was suspended later. In August 2014, four workers of 

the Razi Petrochemical firm were given 6 month prison 

sentences and 50 lashes. They were accused of disrup-

 on and were charged following the complaint made 

by the director of the firm. 

Susan Razani and Shiva Kheirabadi, two women 

worker ac vists who were arrested in Sanandaj in 2007 

for celebra ng May Day, were also flogged in the cen-

tral prison of the city. Ms Razani was given 70 lashes 

and Ms Kheirabadi was given 15 lashes. The year be-

fore that 13 workers and ac vists were arrested during 

May Day celebra ons, imprisoned for 50 days and 

flogged. In addi on to these workers and their trade 

union representa ves have been facing the prospect of 

arrest, imprisonment and flogging under the charge of 

security threat. Iran’s Islamic penal law has no ar cle 

to prevent trade union ac vity, but workers are pun-

ished according to Book Five of the Penal Code and on 

the basis of threat to the country’s security. The ques-

 on is why would workers’ protests about their wages, 

unemployment, or dismissals be considered as a threat 

to na onal security.  

 

Celebra1ons in Qazvin 

 

Thirty-five young women and men were arrested and 

summarily given 99 lashes for the crime of having 

a"ended an end of term party. On Thursday 27th May 

2016, Mizan news, associated with the Legisla ve 

branch, reported Ismail Sadeghi Niaraki, the director of public 

prosecu on in the city of Qazvin, as saying that those arrest-

ed had gathered in one of the villas in the suburbs of Qazvin 

and were engaged in dancing, men and women together. He 

accused those arrested of being ‘taboo breakers’ and said 

that the court dealt with their case in an extraordinary ses-

sion and sentenced each to 99 lashes. The sentence was car-

ried out on the same day. 

Two days previously, 1,130 kilometers south of Qazvin, in the 

city of Kerman, 23 people were arrested for consuming alco-

hol, and dancing with inappropriate aTre. In April this year, 

‘seven famous actors of cinema’ were arrested at a ‘night 

party’ in north Tehran. Although many of these reports avoid 

sta ng the sentences passed, flogging is not unusual for 

these. 

Hojatoleslam Esmail Sadeghi Niaraki, the prosecutor of Qazvin 

defended handing down verdict of 99 lashes for the young 

people arrested saying: ‘This should be a lesson for anyone 

who a"empts to break taboos’. 

The prosecutors of the Islamic Republic cite the Islamic Con-

s tu onal Law in support of the verdicts that they are hand-

ing down. Workers’ ac vists believe that at least two ar cles 

of the Cons tu on are being neglected: 

♦ Ar cle 22: job security for workers, 

♦ Ar cle 26: right to organize in trade unions. 

 

The regime chooses to ignore these ar cles and this is how 

the unlawful treatment of workers is being jus fied by linking 

workers’ ac vism to a threat to na onal security. As the expe-

rience of similar regimes shows the state suppresses any or-

ganized ac on whether by workers or others. There is disa-

greement between the supporters and opponents of the gov-

ernment. Some believe that the incidents of the recent  mes 

are a sign of certain bodies that act outside of the law and 

hold extremists responsible for summary verdicts and punish-

ments.  

On another hand the silence of the government in the face 

of the brutal treatment meted out to the workers of the gold 

mine is not explained by these commentators. How can it be 

enough for an employer to complain against striking workers 

for the la"er to be flogged? This happens while we witness 

the ‘big cats’ – the regime’s associates – plunder undisturbed. 

Partly cited from  
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