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New Year 
Gree�ngs for 

2017  

On the eve of New Year 2017, the 

Democra�c Organisa�on of Iranian 

Women (DOIW) offers its gree�ngs to 

all women who are struggling for 

freedom and against the warmongering 

policies of imperialism and reac�onary 

forces – we wish you a year free from 

poverty, discrimina�on, and 

oppression, and assure you of our 

solidarity in your struggles.  

We reiterate our profound solidarity 

and support for the campaigns of 

women around the world against 

imperialist wars and neo-liberal 

economics which have resulted in mass 

migra�ons, sexual slavery, poverty and 

des�tu�on for women and also for 

children – in par�cular, for the women 

of Iran who con�nually challenge and 

struggle against the despo�c and 

misogynis�c regime of the Supreme 

Leader. We call for the freedom of all 

poli�cal prisoners in Iran, including 

scores of women poli�cal prisoners who 

are languishing in the regime’s torture 

chambers for having taken part in lawful 

civic campaigns.  

We hope that the New Year will be a 

year of success for the people of the 

world and one that spells the end to all 

forms of persecu�on, violence, and 

injus�ce – a year of freedom and peace 

and victory in the struggle of women 

worldwide.  

 

The Democra�c Organisa�on of 

Iranian Women  

31st December 2016  

PRESS RELEASE OF THE 

WOMEN’S MOVEMENT 

OF POGO 

ABOUT THE DEATH OF 

FIDEL CASTRO 

On October 6th, 1953, before 

the court of San�ago de Cuba, 

Fidel Castro said: "Condemn me, it 

does not ma7er, history will 

absolve me." Fidel le8 this world 

really vindicated by history, and 

accomplished in the hearts and 

conscience of the Cuban people 

Campaigns for the 
International Day 
for the Elimination 
of Gender-based 
Violence in Iran 
and the World 

The Democra�c Organisa�on of Irani-

an Women supports whole-heartedly 

the interna�onal campaigns against 

violence that are held the world over 

between 25th November and 10th De-

cember every year. Every year, during 

this period millions of people, especial-

ly progressive women, the world over, 

par�cipate in the campaign that culmi-

nates on the 10th of December the day 

of Human Rights, and is a manifesta-

�on of the integral connec�on be-

tween violence against women and the 

breach of human rights, in other words, 

violence against women is the viola�on 

of human rights. 

The organised struggle of women in 

these days have been called Orange the 

World and have the following aims: 

♦ Raising awareness of sexual vio-

lence and iden�fying it as a viola-

�on of human rights at local, re-

Con�nued on page 2 

In Solidarity with the 

Campaigners for Peace 

in Turkey 

DOIW Calls for Unbanning of the 

Turkish Peace Commi7ee! 

The Democra�c Organisa�on of 

Iranian Women expresses its out-

rage at the banning of the ac�vi-

�es of the Turkish Peace Com-

mi7ee by the Erdogan govern-

ment. This is one instance in a fe-

Con�nued on page 2 Con�nued on page 4 



and all progressive mankind as a revolu�onary, as a 

leader, as a symbol of struggle. 

The mark he has le8 in his country and the en�re La�n 

America, in the struggles of peoples for freedom and 

na�onal independence, the struggle for a qualita�vely 

higher society will last forever. History has justly and 

deservedly proclaimed him as the symbol and 

personality that will illuminate globally and �melessly. 

The Cuban Revolu�on and Fidel as its leader, turned a 

leaf in history on issues of gender parity. They 

recognized the dual oppression of the women of the 

popular classes and that the revolu�on cannot be 

achieved without the par�cipa�on of women, the 

prac�cal elimina�on of these prejudices. Today, the 

sta�s�cs in rela�on to Cuban women's par�cipa�on in 

public office, produc�on, science and culture, speak for 

themselves and highlight the prospects offered to 

women by the socialist construc�on. Fidel and the 

Cuban Revolu�on will remain symbols of inspira�on and 

struggle for the emancipa�on of women, for the 

socialist future of humanity. 

The Women's Movement of POGO expresses its 

deepest condolences to the Federa�on of Cuban 

Women, to the people and the Cuban government and 

reaffirms its determina�on to reinforce the solidarity 

with the socialist Cuba and the right of the Cuban 

people to determine its own social and economic 

development of their country. 

 

November 28, 2016 

Women’s Movement of POGO 
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Press release … Contd. 

In Solidarity with … Contd. 

rocious onslaught on democra�c rights and freedoms 

as well as the working class movement and its organi-

sa�ons. We join other workers', progressive and wom-

en's organisa�ons in condemning this ban and express 

our solidarity with those struggling for peace, democra-

cy and social jus�ce in our neighbouring country. DOIW 

calls for the immediate unbanning of the Turkish Peace 

Commi7ee and for respect for human and democra�c 

rights in Turkey. 

Democra�c Organisa�on of Iranian Women 
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Narges 

Mohammadi, 

the civil and 

human rights 

ac�vist in Iran, 

is a prisoner of 

conscience 

held in Evin 

prison, with 

thirty two 

other women.  

Mrs 

Mohammadi, a mother of two, who has already served 

several prison sentences in the last decade, was re-tried 

recently and was sentenced to a further 16 years. 

Narges Mohammadi is the Vice President of the Centre for 

the Defence of Human Rights in Iran. The Centre and its 

leader, Shirin Ebadi issued an appeal some �me ago, in which 

they called on “all individuals and organisa�ons, who defend 

human rights and freedom of speech” to do all they can in an 

interna�onal solidarity campaign to bring about the release of 

Narges Mohammadi.  In her appeal published on 15
th

 October, 

2016, Shirin Ebadi, who is a Nobel Peace Prize laureate, 

pointed out that the Iranian Judiciary and Security authori�es 

have handed out a heavy sentence of 16 years in order “not 

only to silence human rights ac�vists but also to show 

everyone how heavy the price of freedom of speech is in 

Iran”. 

On Human Rights Day, 10th December 2016, Narges 

Mohammadi wrote from her prison cell about the severe 

suppression of civil organisa�ons in Iran, the tense situa�on in 

the region and the deadlocked military op�ons, said:  “War 

and sanc�ons that target ordinary people threaten human 

rights, because they weaken civil society. The civil society in 

our country, Iran, is being suppressed violently, while ac�vists 

con�nue their peaceful resistance.  

I am a small part of this civil society who has been sentenced 

to twenty-two years of imprisonment in the last five years - 

sixteen years of it mandatory. I am serving my sentence in 

Evin prison. Since 1992, I have been ac�ve in at least ten 

independent civil organisa�ons, as a founder or member. 

Unfortunately they all have been banned or liquidated at 

some point during the con�nual wave of repression of civil 

society." 

In her le7er, Narges Mohammadi has called on progressive 

organisa�ons worldwide “to inves�gate the condi�on of civil 

organisa�on and bodies in Iran, to support them and ask your 

government and interna�onal ins�tu�ons to speak out about 

the repression of civil society in Iran, and the arrests and 

torture of its ac�vists – and to demand that the Iranian 

government end its severe repression of civil society and 

abide by its own cons�tu�on”. 

Recently, in a joint statement, forty-two university students’ 

organisa�ons in Iran have demanded the uncondi�onal 

release of Narges Mohammadi.  

 

MaZanan 21.12.2016 
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In recent weeks the scenes of des�tute men, 

women and children taking shelter from the bi7er 

cold in empty graves has shocked the people of 

Iran. In December 2016, the daily Shahrvand re-

ported that in the Municipality of Shariar in West-

ern Province of Tehran, the cold of winter has 

forced around 50 homeless people who usually 

sleep in cardboard covers, to take shelter in 20 of 

the 300 graves that have been prepared for buri-

als in the large scale graveyard of Nasir Abad 

Baghestan. The reporter found 3-4 people occu-

pying each of the graves that are 1.5 meters deep. 

Some homeless families live in tents in the area 

around the graveyard or under the viaduct. The 

homeless shelter here during the night. In the 

course of the day they leave their meagre belong-

ings in the graves and try to source food or beg in 

the surrounding area. Their belongings which con-

sist of torn blankets or clothes are prone to being 

stolen by other grave-dwellers. These graves are a 

short distance from those that house the dead 

following daily burials nearby.  

According to the cemetery’s keeper, the grave-

dwellers first moved in about a month previously. 

The boundary wall is low enough for them to 

scale it and although the officials had chased 

them away, they would keep returning. Many of 

them were picked up by the police and moved to 

‘camps’ (for the homeless) but they escaped and 

returned to the graveyard. He also thought that: 

“nearly all of them are drug addicts. There are 

two women and an 8 year old child. They are also 

addicts. Opposite the cemetery, 100 meters 

away, there is also an old woman with two sons 

and her daughters-in-law and grand-children liv-

ing in a tent. The old woman and one of her sons 

are addicts. There are more of them. A bit further 

along, under the bridge, there are a couple who 

have come from the provinces. They also live in a 

tent but they aren’t addicts.” 

It is reported that there are charitable people 

and organiza�ons that bring food to distribute 

from �me to �me, but the occupants o8en avoid 

them because they are afraid that they will be 

forced into the municipal ‘camp’. 

There has been much outrage at the sight of the 

ci�zens of a country that has the wealth and the 

ability to eradicate this kind of misery living in 

such condi�ons. The film director, Asghar Farhadi 

(winner of the Golden Globe and Academy Award 

for the film ‘A Separa�on’) wrote a hard hiOng 

le7er to the President of the regime, Hassan Rouhani, in-

vi�ng him to share his sense of horror and shame.  

In his response to the le7er, at the mee�ng of the Spe-

cialist Session of the Society for the Monitoring and In-

spec�on of the Whole Country, the president, Hassan 

Rouhani saw fit to use the opportunity to warn everyone 

against fac�onalism and said that the country responded 

to the situa�on by the “ac�ons they took on the 29
th

 of 

December”. The response to which Hassan Rouhani was 

referring was the revolu�onary guards descending on the 

grave-dwellers, breaking up their belongings and dispers-

ing them or taking them to the municipal camp. In the 

following days the reporters found the rough sleepers try-

ing to keep warm under cardboards, in the area outside 

the cemetery.  

The Minister for Co-opera�ves, Labour and Social Wel-

fare waded in, explaining that he had analyzed the condi-

�on of a man called Parviz, as an example of the individu-

als involved. Parviz had become homeless a8er becoming 

a drug addict and when his wife and son had refused to 

have any more to do with him. The Minister concluded 

that the problem was partly explained in the ease with 

which the wife managed to get a divorce and in the son 

having rejected his father. He then con�nued to 

‘contextualize’ the problem by explaining that it was a 

part of the process of urbaniza�on and moderniza�on! 

The regime’s ministers show no sense of responsibility for 

the ills of our society a8er 37 years of Islamic Republic’s 

rule. 

The leaders of the Islamic Republic con�nue to benefit 

from astronomical profits plundering the wealth of the 

country while a large sec�on of the popula�on is being 

deprived of any future as it lives in abject poverty and at 

risk. The tragedy that the regime’s policies have wreaked 

on our people is partly portrayed in the case of a father 

who hanged himself from Mir Damaad Bridge in Tehran 

recently - in his pockets only a note explaining that he 

could not afford to pay for treatment for his eyes. 

 

MaZanan 01.01.2017 
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gional and interna�onal levels; 

♦ Intensifying the local ac�ons regarding sexual 

violence and crea�ng transparent rela�ons be-

tween local and interna�onal ac�on towards an 

end to violence towards women; 

♦ Organising networks in which ac�vists can de-

vise, share and promote new strategies against 

sexual violence; 

♦ Raising the profile of women’s solidarity and 

organizing against violence against women; 

♦ PuOng pressure on governments to honour 

their legal undertakings in the field of ending 

violence against women. 

Despite women’s struggle and resolu�ons passed by 

the United Na�ons and other interna�onal bodies, 

sta�s�cs con�nue to point to the spread of violence 

against women worldwide. “United Na�ons” has 

warned that despite efforts violence against women 

and girls persists in countries all over the world, and 

that one of the ways to prevent it and to build a world 

without poverty and violence is to eradicate its roots: 

gender inequality. 

Women’s struggle for eradica�ng sex discrimina�on 

and violence 

On the occasion of “Interna�onal Day for the Elimina-

�on of Violence Against Women” in most countries in 

the world, governments and civic and non-

governmental organisa�ons generally try to forward 

their sta�s�cs regarding the violence against women 

and outline the measures that have been taken to 

eliminate it or to support survivors of such violence. 

However, in Iran there are no sta�s�cs to help under-

stand such violence and one of its versions: domes�c 

violence. 

Evidence worldwide suggests that sex discrimina�on 

breeds violence against women. In 2014, out of 195 

countries in the world, 143 incorporated ar�cles de-

nouncing violence against women in their laws, but the 

misogynis�c regime of Supreme Leader in the Islamic 

Republic of Iran refuses to do so. 

Women in Iran face numerous forms of discrimina-

�on in the legal system, the laws that have been de-

vised to return them to the kitchens, to remove them 

from the social and economic sphere, and to lower 

their social standing. Laws such as the Law of Ladies’ 

Part-�me Work, the an�-human “Family Bill”, the quo-

ta of women for university places, discrimina�on in 

management and employment, the Bill of “Veil and 

Chasity and numerous discriminatory economic, poli�-

cal, cultural measures that the regime has taken in 

contraven�on of the approved documents of the 

Fourth Women’s Interna�onal Conference in Bejing’. 

This Conference stated that the governments of the 

world are duty-bound to create equal opportuni�es for 

men and women to access economic resources. 

Despite the difficult condi�ons the struggle of com-

batant women con�nues in different forms in Iran, and 

the mee�ngs that have been held during November, 

despite all the restric�ons on social ac�vi�es in Iran 

are evidence of this. The campaigns that are conducted cen-

tres on the roots of violence, including domes�c violence and 

it persistence in society.  

Below we highlight some of the issues that women ac�vists 

do in their mee�ngs.  

In some of the mee�ngs the point was raised that domes�c 

violence against women is the most common gender-based 

violence against women, such that nearly 66% of Iranian 

women will have been subject to violence by their partner at 

least once in their married life. The adverse effect of this vio-

lence does not affect only the direct vic�m of it but also all 

members of the family and the society. Depression, anxiety, 

social isola�on, restlessness and sleep depriva�on, abor�ons, 

runaway girls, suicides, self-immola�on, killing of spouse, and 

many other social ills. Women and civic right ac�vists in Iran 

demand that legal protec�on for women should be raised and 

efforts must be made to change the culture that normalized 

it. 

An ac�vist worker and speaker at the mee�ng of: 

“Elimina�on of Domes�c Violence against Women” held on 

24th November, brought a7en�on to the fact that the gov-

ernment does not assist women workers, and that this lack of 

support is one of the main causes of violence. He said: “the 

Centre for Sta�s�cs has announced that at least 12% of Irani-

an families are headed by a woman. Most of these women 

are workers and according to evidence a high percentage of 

them are engaged in the informal sector. Therefore, what 

exposes these women to violence is perhaps less rooted in 

cultural problems and more to the government’s lack of sup-

port. Paragraph 2 of Ar�cle 43 of the cons�tu�on states: 

‘[crea�ng condi�ons for] full and equal employment are the 

responsibility of the state’.  

When we consider all the laws that are being ignored, it 

becomes clear why there is no way le8 for crea�ng employ-

ment opportuni�es for women’. 

Iran’s women know well that in order to eliminate violence 

and its causes, it is important to raise awareness especially 

amongst workers, office workers, and women heads of 

household, as the first step  in mobilising for a united struggle 

against the reac�onary policies of the regime and its ever 

escala�ng state violence. It is important to raise awareness in 

the society with the aim of elimina�ng all forms of violence, 

including domes�c violence in our brutalized country. This is 

part and parcel of the struggle towards rejec�ng the regime 

of Supreme Religious Leader and its misogynis�c nature and 

violence. 

Campaigns for … Contd. 

Ameneh Bahrami  Vic�m of Acid A7ack 


